
Greetings from The Kids Ecology Corps 

Last month, the Fort 

Lauderdale International 

Film Festival chose KEC’s 

first short film for their 

prestigious movie line -up.  

The 37 day -long film fest is 

in its 22nd year and was 

recently voted Florida’s 

top rated film fest.  

The short film, Plant Trees: 

Sturdy for the Birdies  will 

have its premier on the 

big screen Saturday,  

November 3rd at 10am.   

Funding for the film came 

from a generous grant by 

the USDA Forest Service's 

Urban and Community 

Forestry Program admin-

istered by the  Florida Divi-

sion of Forestry.  

Our thanks go out to Director 

Mike Rosinski and Producer/ 

Director John Lemmon for 

their excellent work and 

generous in -kind 

contribution and to NETV 

(Northeast High School 

Television) students and 

teacher Sandy Melillo for 

their inspiration and 

collaboration.  

 

We invite everyone to join us 

on Saturday, November 3rd 

at 10:00 am at Cinema 

Paradiso, 503 SE 6th Street in 

Downtown Fort Lauderdale.  

Admission is FREE. We also 

encourage you to stay for the 

feature film, Legend of 

Sasquatch.  

Come out, celebrate with KEC 

and vote for your favorite 

short film.  
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Greeting from The Kids Ecology Corps!  

We are so excited about all of the eco -

action events we have been sponsoring 

over the past few months.  It all started in 

June shortly after we brought on four new 

staff members.  As a result of their passion, 

talent and collaborative energy, The Kids 

Ecology Corps is involving even more 

members of the community.   

We have highlighted in this 

edition some of our recent 

major events such as our 

visit to  

The Bonnet House, the mas-

sive sea oat plantings along 

the South Florida coast and 

snorkeling on the reef -  plus 

the premier of our first short 

film in the upcoming Fort 

Lauderdale International 

Film Festival on November 

3rd. 

KEC Welcomes  

New Staff Members 

Four new staff members joined 

the ranks of KEC in May.  They 

are Lee Gottlieb, Toby Lopez, 

Cristina Virsida and Maria 

Marchegiani.  

Lee Gottlieb joins us as Eco -

Action Program Manager.  

  

Toby K. Lopez  joins us as Vol-

unteer and Community Coor-

dinator.  

 

Maria Marchegiani joins us 

as the new Program Manager 

for “Kids Care About Trees”.  

  

Cristina Virsida joins us as 

Development and Media Coor-

dinator.   

They join the current staff of 

Emily Lagerquist as Executive 

Director and Debra Miller as 

Presenter Program Manager.  

Emily Lagerquist said of her 

newest staff members “I am 

thrilled that we were able to 

find individuals with such di-

verse talent and capabilities. 

Each brings a unique perspec-

tive to our organization. We 

look forward to their contribu-

tion in helping KEC reach 

even more young people.  

They will facilitate youth to 

become aware and knowl-

edgeable of environmental 

issues and develop their lead-

ership skills to become activ-

ists in caring for our world”  

KEC hits the Big Screen with its first short film  

KEC hosted three of its own Sea Turtle  

Release Programs for eighty - five members 

of the community with the support of our  

volunteer Eco -Presenter Danielle Rudisill  

Zabarsky who in the summer rises before 

dawn to patrol the beaches for the Broward 

County Sea Turtle Conservation Program.  

Our recent partnership with Tri -Rail       

features a “Kids Go Green” poster contest, 

aimed at educating youth and their families 

about the significant environmental bene-

fits of switching to    

public transportation.  

Middle school students 

in all three counties are 

invited to participate. 

Check out our website 

for contest rules.  

Thank you to all of our 

hard-working and dedi-

cated volunteers.  

We hope to see you at 

our next Eco -Action 

Project!  
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Justin S and Michael M prepare to dive in!  

 

Carter Park Community Summer 

Campers got to experience their 

very first “Visit to the Reef” snor-

keling trip off the shores of Pom-

pano Beach this August.  For half 

of the 19 kids ranging in ages 

from   nine to eleven, this was 

their first time visiting 

the beach and swimming 

in the ocean.  For all, this 

was their very first boat 

trip and first time learn-

ing to use a snorkel mask 

and fins with the instruc-

tion of the Funky Fish 

diving staff.  

 

Before the trip, kids par-

ticipated in our “Oceans 

Blue” interactive educa-

tional skit to learn about 

the reef and how they 

can help reduce global 

climate change.   

The experience of learn-

ing to snorkel, traveling 

three miles off the coast 

on a glass bottom boat 

and swimming with colorful 

tropical fish had a great im-

pact on these new divers.   

“This was the best field trip 

ever!” said Darrien Mash, 

age 9.  

 David Deal, Recreation Pro-

gram Coordinator for The 

City of Fort Lauderdale 

Parks and Recreation De-

partment, joined the kids on 

their maiden voyage.  “This 

was a great opportunity for 

the kids to learn about the 

different types of life that 

live in the ocean!  

We want to thank The Kids 

Ecology Corps for allowing 

the kids to go explore.  They 

can’t wait to do this again!”  

First  Visit to the Reef Program makes a big splash with Campers 

Eco-kids help preserve a historic habitat at the Bonnet House 

against rising waves.  

The county -wide dune restoration and 

environmental education project was a 

joint partnership with KEC, Broward Soil 

and Water Conservation District 

(BSWD), the City of Hallandale 

Beach and John U. Lloyd State Park.   

Some of the more than 150 volun-

teers included employees from 

Best Buy’s local offices, marine 

science students from Nova SE Uni-

versity and high school students 

from St. Thomas Aquinas, 

McArthur, American Heritage, 

Western, South Plantation and 

Stranahan High.  

Many thanks to Carmelo Duesler and 

staff at John U. Lloyd Park, Gordon 

Dobbin, Russell Setti and Canute Mal-

colm of BSWD, the Mayor and Com-

missioners of the City of Hallandale. 

KEC helps protect Florida’s coasts against future erosion 

Beginning in late July and running through 

September, hundreds of volunteers armed 

with hand trowels and sunscreen returned 

again and again to Hallandale Beach and 

Hollywood Beach to plant sea oats along 

the shore.   

These hard working and dedicated volun-

teers planted over 150,000 sea oats, effec-

tively constructing a stronger and better 

prepared coast against future storms and 

erosion.   

Because of their extensive system of un-

derground stems and roots, sea oats help 

reduce beach erosion by gathering and 

holding blowing sand thereby creating 

sand dunes which protect the shore 
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This environmental outreach 

program was  funded in part 

by the Community Foundation 

of Broward and The A.D. Hen-

derson Foundation which pro-

vided grants to continue 

KEC’s educational program 

“Keep It Cool: Kids Care 

About Our Oceans” and for 

the Visit to the Reef.  

 Due to the success of this new 

program, The Curtis and 

Edith Munson Foundation just 

funded a matching grant with 

the goal of continuing KEC’s 

“Visit to the Reef” program 

and its “Keep It Cool” eco -

educational components.  

 

Vance B.  chopping lead trees 

In July, KEC volunteers 

came out to the historic 

Bonnet House, restored 

part of the grounds and 

received a fascinating 

tour of the museum and 

surroundings. On the 

top of the hit list was the 

exotic invasive leucaena 

leucocephala or lead 

tree, which was quickly 

taking over the native plants 

and trees.  

The main goal of this project 

was to restore and preserve 

the natural ecological habi-

tat of Bonnet House -  home 

to frogs, turtles, fish, butter-

flies, manatees, cranes, 

foxes, swans and the Great 

Blue Heron.  

The Bonnet House, owned 

by the Florida Trust for His-

toric Preservation, is a des-

ignated Ft. Lauderdale Land-

The 35 -acre property, located 

between the Atlantic Ocean 

and the Intracoastal Water-

way, is one of the few rem-

nants of what was once a 

coastal wilderness in Broward 

County. Florida State Univer-

sity has identified various 

endangered environments, 

plants and animals that exist 

on the property.  Visit them at 

900 North Birch Road, Fort 

Lauderdale or on the web at 

www.bonnethouse.org . 

Hundreds of volunteers enjoyed our “Sea Oats Sundays”  


