
Greetings from The Kids Ecology Corps 

New Video Teaches the Value of Trees 

 

 Hurricane Wilma’s 

tremendous destruction of 

our trees left many people 

feeling anxious about re-

planting trees near their 

homes.  We are delighted to 

report that we have received 

funding from the Florida Di-

vision of Forestry, Hurricane 

Supplement to develop and 

produce a video with stu-

dents from Northeast High 

School and John Lemmon 

Films, an animation studio, to 

educate young people about 

trees.  The video will talk 

about the value of trees and 

how to plant and care for 

them so that they are wind 

resilient – and, therefore, 

hurricane resilient.  

 Looking for a way 

to make a difference?  This 

eight -minute video still 

needs some funding, and con-

tributions are most gratefully 

welcome!  The video will show 

how trees are absolutely es-

sential for our urban environ-

ments, and will be available 

throughout the hurricane -

prone Southeastern United 

States.  Please call Emily Nell 

Lagerquist at 954.524.0366 if 

you’d like to be a part of this 

important and fun project.   

a program of Partners in Action, Inc. 

1350 East Sunrise Blvd. 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304 

Fall 2006 Newsletter 

The Kids Ecology Corps 

The Kids Ecology Corps 

Inspiring young people to make environmental action part of their 

every day lives and in the lives of those around them 

www.kidsecologycorps.org 

From the Desk of:  

Emily Nell Lagerquist  

Executive Director  

 

Greetings!  

 This past year has been very exciting! 

We educated over 7,000 young people, in spite 

of three very disruptive and destructive hurri-

canes.  Plus, we are thrilled to report that over 

2,400 young people were involved in our first 

year of eco -action projects in the schools.  

 At McNab and Coral Park Elementary 

Schools over 1,200 pairs of shoes were col-

lected as part of our re -use a shoe program for 

redistribution in the community by the Salvation 

Army.   

 Seventy -five students from Markham 

Elementary School and Sawgrass Springs Mid-

dle School collected over 310 pounds of gar-

bage in two separate beach clean -up events.  

 

 The entire school of Wilton Manors 

from pre -k to fifth grade helped to create a 

beautiful butterfly garden and KEC volun-

teers and staff joined students at Pioneer 

Middle School to plant a butterfly garden 

certified as a National Wildlife School Yard 

Habitat.   

 For Earth Day in April 2006, The 

Kids Ecology Corps was also instrumental 

in helping to teach student volunteers how 

to create a butterfly garden at the Parkland 

library.  

 All of our programs are designed 

to engage young people while also meeting 

the Florida Sunshine State Standards. 

 

Above:  Board Member Todd DeJesus explains butterfly 

gardening to youngsters at Parkland Library.  

Left:  Danielle Rudisill and students from North Fork  

Elementary School planting Red Mangroves along a canal  

of the North Fork of the New River.   

North Fork  

Mangrove Restoration  

 The Red Mangrove res-

toration project, introduced dur-

ing the 2005/2006 school year, 

gives students the opportunity 

to see a live Red Mangrove tree 

up close and to become its care 

taker.  Once the mangroves be-

gin to sprout roots and shoots, 

they can be transplanted to a 

saturated soil or sand mixture 

where they grow even larger.  

 In May, fifteen 5

th

 grade 

students from North Fork Ele-

mentary School and several 

high school students from Pope 

John Paul II High School in Palm 

Beach County participated in a 

Mangrove Restoration Project 

by planting 30 Red Mangroves 

along a canal of the North Fork 

of the New River.  Working 

closely with Gene Dempsey, 

Urban Forester for the City of 

Fort Lauderdale, Parks and Rec-

reation, as well as the Broward 

County Environmental Protec-

tion Department (EPD), a plant-

ing site was identified in walk-

ing distance of North Fork Ele-

mentary School.  Students 

planted the Mangroves, ob-

served the role Mangroves play 

in creating a habitat, and en-

joyed a hands -on lecture about 

native and invasive exotic plants 

and their impact on our environ-

ment.  

 

 



 The Kids Ecology 

Corps and ArtServe part-

nered to create a three -week 

Eco-Art program piloted at 

Virginia Shuman Young Af-

tercare in Ft. Lauderdale.  

Focusing on “at promise” 

youngsters, the program’s 

purpose was to deepen the 

participants’ knowledge 

about environmental issues 

and challenge them to iden-

tify simple actions to care for 

our earth, while stimulating 

their creativity in the visual 

and performing arts.  

 Five comprehensive 

learning modules were pre-

sented over a period of three 

weeks to 75 students.  The 

topics included Pollution, 

Oceans, Water, Wildlife, and 

Trees.  Students learned 

about these themes and then 

expressed their understand-

ing of them through The Arts 

– visual, drama, and dance.   

 Artwork created by 

the young eco -artists ranged 

from photographs to hand -

painted t -shirts to large ex-

pressive murals, as shown 

here.  The work was exhib-

ited at the ArtServe’s  JM  

Family Enterprise Gallery 

Reaching Out Through Eco-Art  

Students Gather for Planting 

action projects with 1,000 

students, KEC will support 

the development of their 

environmental literacy skills 

while strengthening their 

reading, writing, math and 

science skills.  

 Children will learn 

about Global Warming and 

how it affects them and the 

health of our oceans and for-

ests.  They will also be chal-

lenged to identify solutions 

they can implement to help 

reduce causes contributing 

to      Climate Change.  

Keep it Cool: Save Our Home 

 Thanks to a grant by 

the AD Henderson Founda-

tion, we will be piloting a 

new program called Keep it 

Cool: Save Our Home.  

Working with underserved 

Broward elementary schools, 

we will enhance our already 

well -received presentations 

Kids Care about Our Trees 

and Oceans Blue: Mystery 

of the Reef to address issues 

related to Global Warming 

and Climate Change. 

Through in -school presenta-

tions and hands -on eco -
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and later at the Broward County 

Government Center and the 

City of Fort Lauderdale govern-

ment building. ArtServe is a 

non -profit organization dedi-

cated to serving the business 

and administrative needs of 

artists and non -profit cultural 

organizations in Broward 

County.  The Kids Ecology 

Corps and ArtServe are plan-

ning another series of Eco -Art 

aftercare programs in the 

Spring of 2007.  

 More than 50 stu-

dents gathered in October at 

the outdoor learning lab on 

BCC’s North Campus in Co-

conut Creek.  The group, 

made up of fifth graders from 

Deerfield Park Elementary 

School and students at Bro-

ward Community College, 

planted bushes and ground-

cover to create a “critter  

 

 

 

friendly” area and to attract 

birds and butterflies by pro-

viding a source of food for 

them.  The highlight of the 

day was the special guest 

appearance of Jack Groh, 

Director of the NFL Environ-

mental Program.  Mr. Groh 

proudly announced that the 

site and event had been  

 

 

 

chosen by the NFL to be part 

of the carbon neutral program 

to help offset the CO

2

 release 

of the Super Bowl in Miami in 

February of 2007.  

 The event marked the 

official dedication of this won-

derful teaching resource, 

which was made possible 

through the efforts of The Kids 

Ecology Corps, in partnership 

with BCC’s Science & Well-

ness Education Department 

and the BCC Administrative 

and Maintenance Depart-

ments, the Florida Division of  

Forestry, Urban Community 

Forestry Program, Broward 

Beautiful, Broward Tree Trust 

Fund and the Broward County 

Public Works Department.  

The project, started last year, 

sustained some damage from 

Hurricane Wilma.  Today, the 

hardwood hammock is grow-

ing and thriving.  The goal of 

activities such as this one is to 

inspire young people to make 

environmental action part of 

their everyday lives.  

Fifth Graders from Deerfield Park Elementary School with Al 

Christie, Science Coordinator (top row second from left with hat) 

and Jack Groh, Director NFL Environmental Program office. (top 

row, right) at BCC planting and dedication, October, 2006.  


