
Our  Achievements 

 

We have educated over 60,000 young 

people about the simple actions they 

can take to care for our Earth. 

 

We have offered sea turtle release 

programs. 

 

We have received the Broward County 

Special Achievement Emerald Award 

for our community contributions 

 

Together with South Florida young 

people we have: 

 

 Created butterfly gardens and 

outdoor hammock learning centers 

 Cleaned beaches and waterways 

 Planted thousands of trees 

 Raised and planted mangroves 

 Planted thousands of sea oats 

Our Sponsors 

 

All People’s Choice Pressure Cleaning 

AutoNation 

Best Buy 

Broward Soil and Water Management District 

The Community Foundation of Broward 

The Community Foundation of California 

A.D. Henderson Foundation 

Home Depot 

The Edith and Curtis Munson Foundation 

Office Depot 

The South Florida Water Management District 

The Sun-Sentinel Children’s Fund 

USDA & Florida Division of Forestry 

Wal-Mart 

Whole Foods 

Ways You Can Help 

 

 Join our weekend community 

Eco-Action events 

 

 Share your expertise ~ become 

an Eco-Presenter Volunteer 

 

 Partner with us at a local 

schools to create an action 

project 

 

 Call us with your  ideas!  

 

 Make a tax-deductible 

donation 
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What We Do 

 

 

We educate 

 

Through interactive programs, we 

explore current environmental issues and 

teach young people to care for the world 

around them.   

 

 

We promote action 

 

Through “Eco-Action Projects” young 

people become involved and learn 

through experience while making a 

positive environmental impact.  

 

 

We encourage leadership  

  

Young people become leaders and 

environmental stewards, and influence 

others to do the same. Programs are 

designed to inspire young people to 

become involved in their communities. 

 

 

We involve the community   

 

We train volunteers in our community to 

become Eco-Presenters. We provide them 

the opportunity to share their passion 

and knowledge about the environment 

and engage youth in schools, parks, and 

similar locations throughout South 

Florida. 

 

 

Why We Are Unique 

 

 

We meet young people face to face 

showing them how they can make a 

difference. 

 

 

We focus on young people while their 

habits and world perceptions are 

forming. 

 

 

We design programs to be interactive 

and stimulating, challenging young 

people to become critical thinkers. 

 

 

We offer presentations about a 

variety of environmental topics 

including those specific to Florida. 

 

 

We create our programs for all grades 

from pre-K through High School  

 

 

We serve as a resource and support 

teachers and community groups. 

 

 

We welcome program ideas and 

new community partnerships. 

 

 

We create our programs to meet 

Florida Sunshine State Standards. 

 

 

Our Programs 

 

 

Wild Things Around Us  ~ offers music, 

props and a video presentation to help 

young people learn about South Florida 

animals and how to protect their habitats. 

 

Wonderful Water  ~  includes fun, 

hands-on experiments plus a fact-filled 

presentation about the importance of water 

and ways to conserve it. 

 

Oceans Blue: Mystery of the Reef  ~ 

includes a play where young people act as 

marine animals while they learn how 

actions on land impact the health of our 

oceans.   

 

Nature’s Way of Recycling  ~  is all 

about garbage… where it comes from, 

where it goes and ways to recycle and 

reduce it. While participating in a game, 

young people learn the basics about our 

natural resources. 

 

Kids Care about Our Trees   ~ 

encourages young people to understand 

the importance of trees, how they can be 

affected by hurricanes, and the differences 

between native, exotic and invasive plants. 

  

Keep It Cool  ~  educates young people  

about climate change, through music, art, 

video and computer games. Kids perform a 

simple audit of their homes and behaviors 

that affect energy consumption and identify 

new actions to reduce their carbon footprint. 









Greetings from The Kids Ecology Corps 

Last month, the Fort 

Lauderdale International 

Film Festival chose KEC’s 

first short film for their 

prestigious movie line -up.  

The 37 day -long film fest is 

in its 22nd year and was 

recently voted Florida’s 

top rated film fest.  

The short film, Plant Trees: 

Sturdy for the Birdies  will 

have its premier on the 

big screen Saturday,  

November 3rd at 10am.   

Funding for the film came 

from a generous grant by 

the USDA Forest Service's 

Urban and Community 

Forestry Program admin-

istered by the  Florida Divi-

sion of Forestry.  

Our thanks go out to Director 

Mike Rosinski and Producer/ 

Director John Lemmon for 

their excellent work and 

generous in -kind 

contribution and to NETV 

(Northeast High School 

Television) students and 

teacher Sandy Melillo for 

their inspiration and 

collaboration.  

 

We invite everyone to join us 

on Saturday, November 3rd 

at 10:00 am at Cinema 

Paradiso, 503 SE 6th Street in 

Downtown Fort Lauderdale.  

Admission is FREE. We also 

encourage you to stay for the 

feature film, Legend of 

Sasquatch.  

Come out, celebrate with KEC 

and vote for your favorite 

short film.  
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 Emily Nell Lagerquist, Executive Director  

 

Greeting from The Kids Ecology Corps!  

We are so excited about all of the eco -

action events we have been sponsoring 

over the past few months.  It all started in 

June shortly after we brought on four new 

staff members.  As a result of their passion, 

talent and collaborative energy, The Kids 

Ecology Corps is involving even more 

members of the community.   

We have highlighted in this 

edition some of our recent 

major events such as our 

visit to  

The Bonnet House, the mas-

sive sea oat plantings along 

the South Florida coast and 

snorkeling on the reef -  plus 

the premier of our first short 

film in the upcoming Fort 

Lauderdale International 

Film Festival on November 

3rd. 

KEC Welcomes  

New Staff Members 

Four new staff members joined 

the ranks of KEC in May.  They 

are Lee Gottlieb, Toby Lopez, 

Cristina Virsida and Maria 

Marchegiani.  

Lee Gottlieb joins us as Eco -

Action Program Manager.  

  

Toby K. Lopez  joins us as Vol-

unteer and Community Coor-

dinator.  

 

Maria Marchegiani joins us 

as the new Program Manager 

for “Kids Care About Trees”.  

  

Cristina Virsida joins us as 

Development and Media Coor-

dinator.   

They join the current staff of 

Emily Lagerquist as Executive 

Director and Debra Miller as 

Presenter Program Manager.  

Emily Lagerquist said of her 

newest staff members “I am 

thrilled that we were able to 

find individuals with such di-

verse talent and capabilities. 

Each brings a unique perspec-

tive to our organization. We 

look forward to their contribu-

tion in helping KEC reach 

even more young people.  

They will facilitate youth to 

become aware and knowl-

edgeable of environmental 

issues and develop their lead-

ership skills to become activ-

ists in caring for our world”  

KEC hits the Big Screen with its first short film  

KEC hosted three of its own Sea Turtle  

Release Programs for eighty - five members 

of the community with the support of our  

volunteer Eco -Presenter Danielle Rudisill  

Zabarsky who in the summer rises before 

dawn to patrol the beaches for the Broward 

County Sea Turtle Conservation Program.  

Our recent partnership with Tri -Rail       

features a “Kids Go Green” poster contest, 

aimed at educating youth and their families 

about the significant environmental bene-

fits of switching to    

public transportation.  

Middle school students 

in all three counties are 

invited to participate. 

Check out our website 

for contest rules.  

Thank you to all of our 

hard-working and dedi-

cated volunteers.  

We hope to see you at 

our next Eco -Action 

Project!  
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